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First and Second Kings
Summary of Chapters in the Books
The books of First and Second Kings in the Bible tells the story of Israel’s decline. The books show the transition of leadership from David to Solomon and the division of the kingdom of Israel into two; Judah (south) and Israel (north) and they fall into the hands of her enemies. After the death of King David in the first chapters of First Kings, David passes the mantle of leadership to his son Solomon. Solomon, who is blessed with wisdom, builds the temple in Jerusalem which was the wish of his father before his demise(MacDonald, 2017).
 Solomon was known to be the wisest man of his days and his relationship was good with God at first but he later started marrying many foreign wives who introduced idolatry in Israel. This was contrary to God’s commands and Solomon fell short of God’s Glory. Israel separates shortly after the death of King Solomon.First kings also introduce the prophet Elijah, who performed miracles and pronounced God’s kingdom. He challenged the prophets of Baal and confronted Ahab and Jezebel (Park, 2017).
The book of second kings starts where first kings left. Elijah passes his mantle to Elisha who performs double of the miracles that Elijah performed. The book was written about 560-538 BC. The author of the book is anonymous although most suggest that it was written by Jeremiah. Elijah ascends to heaven by a whirlwind. More kings in both the northern and southern kingdoms emerged(Na'aman, 2016).  Such kings includedAhaziah, Jehu, Jehoram,andJehonadab. This leads to the fall of Israel as it falls to Assyria. In chapters 18 to 20, Judah reforms under King Hezekiah. Judah also reforms under Josiah who repairs the temple. The book ends in Chapter 25 by the fall of Judah in the hands of Babylon.
Coverage of the United Kingdom, Judah,and Israel
Before the death of King David, Israel was united as one kingdom. The kingdom remains united until the death of King Solomon. The succession of kingship from Solomon’s son Rehoboam marked the beginning of the division of Israel into two. The southern kingdom of Judah which consisted of the cities of Shechem and Samaria and the northern kingdom of Israel which contained Jerusalem and ten tribes of Israel (Park, 2017).
The significance of the split is still seen today because the present Israeli state consists of people who are not all Jews. This is because the ten tribes which were conquered by Assyria never returned from their captivity till now. Nevertheless, God promises to reunite the whole nation again according to the book of Ezekiel(Provan and Longman, 2015). 
Jeremiah’s Information
Jeremiah who is believed to be the author of the First and Second Kings, seems to get his information from Book of the Acts of Solomon and the Chronicles of the Israel kings. Israel and Judah's chronicles form a big part of the information found in these books. Jeremiah also gives information about the prophets of Israel such as Elijah and Elisha. He also gives information about the kings of Israel such as David, Solomon, Jeroboam, Joash, Jehu,Jehoiakim, Zedekiah King Joram(MacDonald, 2017). Jeremiah concludes with information based on his own knowledge.
Length of Kings’ Reigns
The different kings in Israel ruled for different times and for varying lengths. Their lengths varied widely. The longest-serving king of Israel was Jeroboam 2 who ruled for 41 years (782-745 BC) while the shortest serving king was Shallum who ruled for just one month in 745 BC. In Judah, the longest-serving king was King Asa who served for a period of 41 years while the shortest reign was by King Jehoahaz (3 months). All kings in the northern kingdom were evil. They were taken captives by Assyria as a punishment from God. The northern kingdom had 19 kings who reigned from 930BC to 722 BC. The kings of Judah were 20 in total, 8 were good while the rest were evil (Provan and Longman, 2015). 
Foreign Kings in Israel and Their Impact
The foreign kings mentioned in these books were real life kings who established contacts with the kings of Judah and Israel. Most of them established trading ties with Judah and Israel. They also intermarried with the Israelites. Some of these kings include King Huram of Tyre who helped Solomon to build the Temple, the Queen of Sheba, KingShishak of Egypt, King Ben-Hadad of Aram, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, King Cyrus of Persia and King Sargon of Assyria. These kings were associated with introducing Idol worship in Israel. Jezebel is well known for introducing Baal worship in Israel(MacDonald, 2017).
Conclusion
The books of first and second Kings are very important as they trace the kingship of Israel from David up to the time the Israelites are exiled and put to captive by the Assyrians. The books tell the stories of Major Prophets in the Bible such as Elijah and Elisha. They also give a chronology of the kings of Israel from the time of division to the time of captivity. They are interesting books with many lessons for Christians today. The most important lesson is that when we disobey God’s commandments, he punishes us just like he punished Israel by allowing their captivity because of worshipping other gods(Park, 2017).
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